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SUPREME COURT
S I N G A P O R E

Introduction –
Then & Now S I N G A P O R EThen & Now

• Access to Justice as a cornerstone• Access to Justice as a cornerstone. 
• Present position in Singapore: 

2006 Si J di i l d 375 0002006: Singapore Judiciary cleared 375,000 
existing matters – clearance rate: 99%
2007: Supreme Court cleared 8 319 cases while2007: Supreme Court cleared 8,319 cases while 
8,046 cases were filed – clearance rate: 103%
No backlog of cases g
Supreme Court: at least 85% of writ actions are 
disposed of within 18 months of filing 
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SUPREME COURT
S I N G A P O R E

Introduction –
Then & Now S I N G A P O R EThen & Now

• Early 1990s:• Early 1990s: 
Massive backlog of cases
In Supreme Court, more than 2,000 pending cases set p p g
down for trial, but trial dates 3 years or more after set 
down 
More than 10,000 inactive cases, some more than 10More than 10,000 inactive cases, some more than 10 
years old
About 44% of cases took between 5-10 years from 
commencement to disposalcommencement to disposal 
Appeals took 2-3 years to be heard
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SUPREME COURT
S I N G A P O R E

Introduction –
Then & Now S I N G A P O R EThen & Now

• P bl t kl d b• Problem tackled by: 
1. Appointing more judges; 
2. Changing rules of procedure; 
3. Denying adjournments; 
4. Giving hearing dates to moribund cases; 
5. Expanding jurisdiction of subordinate courts.
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SUPREME COURT
S I N G A P O R E

Introduction –
Then & Now S I N G A P O R EThen & Now

• R lt• Result: 
Backlog for High Court: reduced from 2,059 in 
1991 t 175 i 19931991 to 175 cases in 1993 
Backlog for Court of Appeal: reduced from 275 
appeals in 1991 to 71 appeals in 1993appeals in 1991 to 71 appeals in 1993
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Monitoring to Prevent Impending Backlogs

Disposal TimelinesClearance Rates Trial Date 
Availability

No of pending Lifespan of cases 8 weeks betweenNo. of pending 
matters disposed of 
as a percentage of 
no. of new matters 

Lifespan of cases
(how long each case 

takes to clear 
system)

8 weeks between 
set-down and trial

filed
y )

Monitor clearance 85% cases disposed Ensure trial dates
rates for individual 
categories of cases 

also

% p
of within 18 months 

from filing 

Ensure trial dates 
are not too far in 

the future



Making Civil Litigation in the Courts More Efficient

Diversionary 
Measures

Facilitative 
Measures

Monitoring 
& Control

Dispositive 
Measures

• Manpower

• Court Processes
AEICs; 
Opening statements;

• Alternative Dispute 
Resolution 
Singapore Arbitration Centre 
& Singapore Mediation 
Centre

Appellate advocacy – filing 
of cases & skeletal 
arguments;
Selective docket system 
(High Court) & Specially 
Managed Ci il List

• Pre-action 
protocols for NIMA and 
medical negligence cases

• Resolution through 
Managed Civil List 
(Subordinate Courts);
Differentiated Case 
Management.

• Technology

g
extra-judicial 
resources (e.g. 
Financial Industry Disputes 
Resolution Centre, in 
association with Monetary 
Authority of Singapore) gy

Electronic Filing System 
(EFS) & integrated 
Electronic Litigation 
System (iELS);

Authority of Singapore)



SUPREME COURT
S I N G A P O R E

Electronic Filing System (EFS)
S I N G A P O R E
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SUPREME COURT
S I N G A P O R E

Electronic Filing System (EFS)
S I N G A P O R E
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Making Civil Litigation in the Courts More Efficient

Diversionary 
Measures

Facilitative 
Measures

Monitoring 
& Control

Dispositive 
Measures

• Manpower

• Court Processes
AEICs; 
Opening statements;

• Alternative Dispute 
Resolution 
Singapore Arbitration Centre 
& Singapore Mediation 
Centre

• Pre-trial 
Conferences

• Peremptory 
Orders

• Auto-
discontinuance

Appellate advocacy – filing 
of cases & skeletal 
arguments;
Selective docket system 
(High Court) & Specially 
Managed Ci il List

• Pre-action 
protocols for NIMA and 
medical negligence cases

• Resolution through 

Orders 
(“Unless orders”)

• Trial date certainty

• Hearing fees
Managed Civil List 
(Subordinate Courts);
Differentiated Case 
Management.

• Technology

g
extra-judicial 
resources (e.g. 
Financial Industry Disputes 
Resolution Centre, in 
association with Monetary 
Authority of Singapore)

• Costs orders 

gy
Electronic Filing System 
(EFS) & integrated 
Electronic Litigation 
System (iELS);
Digital Transcription 
S t

Authority of Singapore)

System


