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Dr. Bhattarai is currently a judge in the Appellate Court in Nepal seconded to the National 
Judicial Academy (NJA Nepal) as core faculty. He holds the experience of working with 
the Nepali judiciary for more than 25 years in a number of capacities, including: Court 
Officer (1980-90); Deputy Registrar at the Supreme Court (1990-1992); and District Court 
Judge (1993-2006). In 2006, he was elevated to the Court of Appeal.   
 
Dr. Bhattarai holds M.A. (Engl. lit. & Pol. Sc.) from Nepal, and LL.M and J.S.D. from 
National Law School of India Bangalore, a prestigious law school in India. He was a 
SPURS/Hubert Humphrey fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2002-03) 
and Alexander Humboldt fellow at Max Planck Institute of International Law and 
Comparative Public Law, Heidelberg Germany (2005-06) where he pursued post-
doctorate research. He has also participated in short term training courses offered by 
University of Philippine Law Center (2003), Swiss Foreign Ministry in Thun Switzerland 
(2006-07), T.C. Bierne School of Law, University of Queensland, Australia (2007).  
 
As an author, Dr. Bhattarai has two published books (one co-authored) to his credit and 
over a dozen research articles published in a range of international research journals 
from Nepal, India, Australia and Harvard University, USA.   
 
At the NJA Nepal, Dr. Bhattarai is: one of the institutions core training faculty; in-charge of 
the research division; and Editor-in-Chief of the NJA Law Journal, a premier research 
journal published by the NJA. 


