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FORUM BEGINS [10.00am]

REVIEW AGENDA/OBJECTIVES - JUSTICE HAYNE

JUSTICE HAYNE: Good morning.  Distinguished judicial colleagues,
representatives of international development partners, ladies and gentlemen. May
I offer to you all a welcome to Australia. Many of you have travelled
considerable distances to be with us today. It is very good of you to have done so.
May I also welcome you to this working party. The title Working Party Meeting
is very deliberately chosen for we are here to carry forward work that was begun
in Manila in November last year and the fact that you are here reveals for us all
the importance that you attach to the work that we will do over these next two

days.

All of us who are here understand the importance of a sound judicial system to the
proper governance of our societies and the importance of a sound judicial system
to the governance of our societies is precisely why so many have travelled so far.
All of us come today hoping of course that we may learn but all of us come
believing that together we may build on the work that was done in Manila in

November 2005.

You will recall that in Manila 2005 the work then culminated in the Manila
Declaration. 1 do not need to read to you again what that records but it is
worthwhile bearing in mind all of its content but especially the last of the recitals.
That recital recorded the belief that the challenges that face us all called for
identifying and implementing effective strategies to strengthen the capacity of
judiciaries in the Asia Pacific region and elsewhere, to share knowledge on good
practices, to address judicial challenges and thereby to provide for the
expeditious, affordable and fair resolution of disputes, to strengthen the capacity
of judiciaries, share knowledge, address judicial challenges and thereby provide

for expeditious, affordable and fair resolution of disputes according to law.
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Before we go further it is, I think, important that we introduce each of our
delegations so that we know who is here. All of you have seen the list, but let us
begin not with Australia, who provide the place in which we meet, but if I may
first begin by asking our delegation from the People's Republic of China to

announce themselves and who is here.

JUSTICE SHENG DEYONG: (China) It is my great pleasure to introduce
members of the delegation of the Supreme Court of China. My name is Sheng
Deyong, I am the Vice President, China's Supreme People's Court. The next
gentleman sitting on my right is Senior Judge, Mr Hu Yunteng. Mr Hu is an
expert on applied jurisdiction and this is practical work instead of theoretical
study. The Institute presided by Senior Judge Hu is also the office of judicial
reforms in China. One of the most important contexts for our visit now is the

judicial reform in China.

The next lady sitting on the right is Ms Yu Xiaoyu, the Director of Reception
Division International Exchanges and Corporation Department, Supreme People's
Court of the People's Republic of China. Mr Hu Yunteng judge and professor is
the Deputy Director of the Research Department, Supreme People's Court of the
People's Republic of China. He is also President of the Chinese Institute of
Applied Jurisprudence.

We are very pleased and honoured to attend this working party meeting. As our
honoured Chairman pointed out just now it is very important for us to face the
challenges in the Asia Pacific region and to work together in order to work out a
fair and possible solution. We will undertake the opportunity to learn from other

colleagues attending today and try to make our meeting a big success. Thank you.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you very much. Justice Kumar from India.
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JUSTICE ARUN KUMAR (India): I am Justice Arun Kumar from India. Iam a
judge of the Supreme Court of India and I represent India. We are very happy to
be part of this forum and we would like to and try to contribute whatever we can

to the deliberations.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you. Our development partners we shall come to at

the end. Before we do can we go to Indonesia, please?

MR PAK SUBAGYO (Indonesia): Thank you. There are three delegates for the
Indonesian delegation and we do apologise as the Deputy Chief Justice has just
arrived and checked in and will be joining us shortly. I am Mr Subagyo head of
General Affairs of the Supreme Court of Indonesia. Our third delegate is Ms
Wiwiek. Thank you.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you very much. Malaysia.

JUSTICE D. MALANJUM (Malaysia): Good morning everyone present. Good
morning, Chairman. My name is Justice Richard Malanjum. I sit in the Federal
Court of Malaysia. First of all I would like to extend an apology for our Chief
Justice who is unable to be present here this morning. He is currently in
Singapore on a State visit and also presenting a public lecture. Of course he
would want to attend but unfortunately he won't make it so I have been
delegated to do his Honour's job. I will try to do my best and lucky for me
maybe, because I was in the Manila conference, but I notice this delegation is not
as large as in Manila - a much bigger crowd, but we will do the best and we
see what happens next.

Thank you.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you. The delegation from the Supreme Court of the
Philippines.
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JUSTICE ANGELINA S. GUTIERREZ (Philippines): Good morning your
Honours and representatives from our development partners. [ am Justice
Angelina S. Gutierrez from the Supreme Court of the Philippines and may I
introduce to you the members of our delegation. We have here the honourable
Justice Antonio T. Carpio, and the Honourable Conchita Morales, Honourable
Adolf Azcuna and of course I think everybody knows our Director of our
Program Management Office, Administrator of our Judicial Program, Director

Evelyn Dumdum.

We have Jennifer Manalili, Chief Officer of the Office of Our Chief Justice and
Mr Dennis Baldago, head of the Secretariat of the Office of the Program
Management Office headed by Director Dumdum. Well, I hope that our
delegation will be of help in attaining the goals and objectives of this forum, the
reason we are all here and so I wish everyone a pleasant good morning. Thank

you.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you. Now Russia.

MS POLINA KRYUCHKOVA (Russia): Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
My name is Polina Kryuchkova. I represent the group which prepares the World
Bank project and the support of the judicial reform in the Russian delegation.
Unfortunately I am alone here. It is a great pleasure for me to participate in such a

representative forum. Thank you very much.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you. Thailand.

MR SOBCHOK SUKHAROMNA (Thailand): Good morning, my name is Mr
Sobchok Sukharomna, Presiding Justice of the Supreme Court of Thailand. It is a

great pleasure for me to be here.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you very much. Now our development partners.
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MR ANTHONY TOFT (World Bank): Good morning, I am Anthony Toft, I am
the Chief Counsel for East Asia and the Pacific for the World Bank and I am a
part-time assistant to Evelyn Dumdum, I think.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you. Now from Australia - no, UNDP, we have not
heard from UNDP, forgive me.

MR JAK JABES (UNDP): Good morning. I am Jak Jabes, head of Governance
Practice for the Bangkok Regional Centre, UNDP and unfortunately I was not in
Manila at the time because I was not with UNDP then but I look forward to the

deliberations.

JUSTICE HAYNE: Thank you. From Australia we have Justice John Mansfield
of the Federal Court of Australia, Justice Peter McClellan, Chief Justice of
Common Law of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. Mr Christopher
Doogan, who is the Chief Executive and Principal Registrar of the High Court of
Australia, Mr Warwick Soden, who is the Chief Executive and Principal Registrar
of the Federal Court of Australia. We have Mr Ernie Schmatt from the Judicial
Commission of New South Wales, Ms Jane Probert from the Supreme Court of
New South Wales, and I, as you know, am Kenneth Hayne from the High Court
of Australia. Our Chief Justice of Australia, Justice Gleeson, will join us a little
later in the morning for the official opening of the working party and he will then,
no doubt, convey his own greetings on behalf of the Court and the Judiciary of

Australia but at once I should say that you are most welcome in our country.

Now, how are we going to proceed today. You will see from the agenda that the
way in which it is intended to go is to build on the foundations of Manila so step
one will be for the Supreme Court of the Philippines to take us through the
objectives of the forum, its goals, its vision to hark back a little, I suspect, to
Manila to record where we have got to so far, but to give us a general framework

for the way ahead. After the official opening by Chief Justice Gleeson we will
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then begin to attempt to identify our key themes and issues. That will take us

through until the luncheon adjournment.

During the afternoon we will look in effect at what is out there already, what is
happening already, but where we hope to go is by the end of the day to try to draw
the threads together to try to understand a little better what we might agree upon
as the way forward, for the program for tomorrow is devoted, as best we may
entirely, to plotting the way forward. In particular what we are looking to try to
achieve tomorrow is a better definition of what we may agree upon as immediate

objectives, immediate outputs that can be achieved.

That we think may take us a little while to refine them, to understand them, to
agree about them, so the structure of the agenda is, I hope, self evident to you.
Today let us look at themes, issues, what is happening out there already with a
view tomorrow to attempting to agree upon immediate objectives, immediate
outputs and then establishing the next immediate steps that are to occur including
the next meeting. Now, like all conferences, like all meetings, the Chairman has
at some point to announce that there are a few housekeeping matters to attend to.
At this point most delegates find that there are other more interesting aspects of

their papers to which attention should be given.

First item on the housekeeping was the use of the microphones, a point which
alas, I should no doubt have raised much earlier than I did but which has now
been solved. The next item of housekeeping is the question of transcription. We
are making a transcript of the proceedings today and our lady at the front is here
for the purpose of identifying speakers so that out transcript of proceedings may
be accurate. If, during the course of this meeting there is anything that we can do
for you to assist you during the meeting or with arrangements that are to be made

in respect of the meeting, ask, we will do what we can.

In particular see Elizabeth Connelly or Helen Burrows. They will do whatever

they can to assist you with arrangements. So, for example, return travel
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